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Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study
College of Veterinary Medicine
University of Georgia
Athens, Georgia 30602
Phone: 706-542-1741
Fax: 706-542-5865

SUBJECT: SCWDS Culicoides Survey Outline

FROM: Dr. Joseph L. Com
DATE: August 7, 2009
PURPOSE

The Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study (SCWDS) is conducting surveys
for Culicoides spp. in the Southeastern United Statcs as per request of the USDA-APHIS-
Veterinary Services (VS). The goal of these surveys is to determine the distribution of
Culicoides spp. vectors of bluctongue virus (BTV) in the Southeastern United States.
Exotic bluetongue viruses have been found in the United States in recent years, and these
surveys will help to determine what vectors are involved in the transmission of these
viruses.

METHODS

SCWDS will conduct surveys for Culicoides spp. at selected sites in Florida, Georgia,
Alabama, Mississippi, | ouisiana, Arkansas and Texas including at locations where
previous BTV activity has been documented. Insect trapping will employ 10-20 light
traps set at selected sites for one-three nights per site. Insect trapping will be repeated at
some sites every one-two months. Insect specimens will be processed and submitted for
identification to the SCWDS in Athens, Georgia. SCWDS will maintain a database to
include species collected, date and trapping locations.

OUTCOME

These surveys will help to determine the distribution of Culicoides spp. in the
Southeastern United States, including exotic species not previously reported. In addition,
surveys for BTV will help to determine which BTV serotypes are present in the
Southeastern United States and BTV isolates will provide much needed biological
materials to be used in determining their origin.




